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Name:  __________________________________



Date 

Reforms of Caesar Speech






Period

Caesar has just been stabbed on the stairs of the Senate.  As his body falls to the ground, a crowd starts to gather around his dying body.  You notice that there are people falling in despair as they see their beloved leader bleed to death, while others are joyously jeering.  You notice that the crowd is turning into an angry mob.  You feel that the mob’s emotions are taking over and the situation is turning the worst.  In that moment you wake up and realize this was premonition of what is soon to come.  The next morning you walk up to the Senate floor and say, “My fellow Romans, I am here to discuss the acts of Julius Caesar.  I am a …

· Gave citizenship to people living in Rome’s territories outside of Italy

· Started new colonies to provide land for landless

· Created jobs for jobless

· Ordered landowners using slave labor to hire “free” workers

· Created the Julian calendar (12 months, 365 days, and a leap year—sound familiar?)
Based on your class status, plebian or patrician, randomly assigned, write a persuasive speech explaining why you support or oppose Caesar.  Your speech should begin with the following introduction:

“My fellow Romans, I’m here to discuss the acts of Julius Caesar.  I am 

a _______________ and believe that Caesar is a _________ (Great Reformer or Ambitious Dictator-choose one)…”

Your speech needs to clearly state your position on Caesar’s reign.  You must have 3-5 reasons with supporting details that would persuade the audience to agree with your position.  Speeches should be between 2-3 minutes long and will be presented to the class, so be sure to practice, practice, practice.

Use the following to help construct you speech.  Good luck!!!
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A persuasive argument is a writing or speech that attempts to sway the audience to the writer’s viewpoint.

In order to achieve that you must have three key elements:

1. Claim (statement of opinion) – an idea to which you want the reader to agree.

2. Data (support) – the facts, experiences, statistics, or occurrences that support the claim.

3. Warrants (elaboration) – the further explanation of the data to show how the data are related to the claim.  Without the warrants, your argument is simply a list.

Your speech should close with a call to action.  What do you think should be done in regards to this situation?


Use the graphic organizer on the back to organize your thoughts.
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Claim:  What is the idea you want the audience to agree with?





Support 1-





Support 2 -





Support 3-





Elaboration 1 -





Elaboration 2-





Elaboration 3-








